Contents

Foreword by Robert E. Wilson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ix

Preface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xi

Conference Photograph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xiv

List of Participants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xvii

Introductory Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 Peter P. Eggleton Twenty-Five Years with SS433 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 Sandip K. Chakrabarti X-Ray Observations of SS 433: Review and Recent Results . . . . . . 19 Taro Kotani, David Band, Eduard K. Denissyuk, Nobuyuki Kawai, Kenzo Kinugasa, Masaaki Namiki, Samar Safi-Harb and Sergei Trushkin Far-Red Spectroscopy of Peculiar Stars and the GAIA Mission . . . . 25 Ulisse Munari GAIA Survey of Galactic Eclipsing Binaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 Tomaž Zwitter Three Incomprehensible Binaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 Peter P. Eggleton The Massive Close Binary in the δ Ori A Triple System . . . . . . . . 47 James A. Harvin and Douglas R. Gies V652 Her: Evidence that White Dwarf Mergers Really do Happen . . 53 C. Simon Jeffery The Strange Story of BI Lyncis: an Extremely Helium-Rich Subdwarf with a Cool Companion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 C. Simon Jeffery and Regina Aznar Cuadrado A Reprise of the Properties of the Exotic Eclipsing Binary RT Lacertae 65 Eugene F. Milone The Gamma-ray Large Area Space Telescope (GLAST) . . . . . . . . 73 Taro Kotani v